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TABLE 5.6: Probabilities of Correct and Incorrect Results in
Diagnostic Testing

The probabilities in the body of the table refer to the test result, conditional on whether
the state (S) is truly present. The sensitivity and specificity are the probabilities of the two
types of correct diagnoses.

DIAGNOSTICTEST RESULT

State Total
Present? Positive (POS) Negative (NEG) Probability

Yes (S) Sensitivity P(POS|S) False negative rate P(NEGS) 1.0
No (59 False positive rate P(POS|S¢) Specificity P(NEG | 5°) 1.0
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